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[Community Support / Pharmaceutical Supply Response System
Add-on] [Biosimilar Use System Add-on]

Our hospital promotes the use of generic drugs and biosimilars* and is
working to ensure a stable supply of pharmaceuticals. At present, it
remains difficult to secure a sufficient supply of some medicines.

If a medicine becomes difficult to obtain, we have a system in place to
review treatment plans and provide explanations and other appropriate
responses. Depending on the situation, the medicine administered to a
patient may be changed.

Please consult our staff if you have any questions or concerns about
changes to medicines or the introduction of biosimilars.

* What are biosimilars?
Biosimilars are medicines that have quality, safety, and efficacy equivalent to an original biologic medicine
and are marketed by other pharmaceutical companies after the patent period of the original product has
expired. A biologic medicine is a medicine whose active ingredient is a protein manufactured by using cells'
ability to produce proteins, including through genetic recombination technology.
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[Generic Name Prescription Add-on]
For medicines that have generic alternatives, and for biologic medicines that
have biosimilars, our hospital may issue prescriptions using the medicine's
active ingredient, rather than a specific brand name. This is called a "generic
name prescription."

A generic name prescription means that the active ingredient of the medicine
is written on the prescription instead of the product name.

This approach allows dispensing pharmacies to prepare medicines according
to supply and inventory conditions, regardless of brand. By listing the
generic name, or active ingredient, instead of the brand name on the
prescription, we can provide patients with appropriate medicines more
reliably. It also makes it easier to provide necessary medicines even when a
specific product is in short supply.

However, even medicines with the same active ingredient may feel different
to use depending on the brand.

Please consult our staff if you have any questions about your medicines.


